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Remarks:

llere's the latest revision, combining lMr.
Colby's suggestions with the OLC input.

Copies are being sent for coordination, but
meanwhile I phoned the offices concerned and dis-
cussed this revision with them. OS and OGC are sure
they will concur. OLC and A/DCT (Thuermer) can live
with it, but they feel strongly that the penultimstd
sentence should read ". . . determination that the
affiliation wxkk of JPRS with CIA should be made
public." rather than the present reference tn
ceasing identification with Cormerce.
feels the former phrase is positive, the latter
negative, feels that to the uninitiated
the last two sentences as they now sband seem to
contradict one another.
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FOL.D HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER
FROM: NAME., ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. DATE

Deputy Chief, Production Group 298ug73
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DRATT

28 August 1973

-BAcKeReENB STATEMENT - JPRS

The end of W_orld War II mafked the begi.fming of an information
explosion in open fobeign—language sources (I.mewspapers , periodicals,
books) of interest to US Goverrment departments and agencies. ‘v'The_‘_ ' ’

| launching of Sputnik in 1957 heightened interest in foreign.seien'tjfic |
and tec}mological infornation,v an interest shared by the Federal Govern— o
ment, the scientific and academic conmuruty, and the publlc at 1arge
At the same time, foreign publications were multlplylng so rapldly that’ |

| it was beyond 'the capability of any s:mgle Federal agency to translate,
with its normal staff, the volume and variety of material involved.
Ther*efor'e, in 1957 the U.S. Joint Publications Research éewice (JPRS)
was established with a small staff supported by freelance contraet
transla‘tofs to meet the ever increasing d@d for translating Qiaen

‘foreign-—language sources.

All JFRS U*ansistions came from open-source nlett_erial_.‘ - Further,
JPRS functioned as a tfoanslation service for the entire U.S. Govern- |
| ment, acceptlng translation requests from other Goverrment departments
and agencies. It recelved its fundlng from the Central Intelllgence
Agerncy as a service of common concarn to the whole Govermment. Finally,
, .the Deparﬁnent of CQnmeme, in keeping wifh its inter*est in dissetninating'

- scientific and technical data,became 'the charnel for providihg public
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access to the translations produced by JPRS. What started out as
informal ties gradually developed to the point where JPRS became

publiely identified as a camponent of the Department of Commerce.

Over the years the JPRS transletion program has beehr broadened_ |

to cover a wide spectrum of languages and subject matter JPRS now
| pliblishes some 66 regular reports covering political, eeonalﬁe,

scientific and sociological developments around the world and has a
worldwide subscri_bership. In carrying out this translation program,
the JPRS serves the needs of the Intelligence Corrmunity It is |
therefore an essential mechanism in the natlonal mtelllgence process
and for thls reason it must remain directly responsive to the require-
ments of the Director of Central Intelllgence in the dlscharge of his

statutory functlons

A recent review of the status of JPRS ae part of a review of all
Agencyl activities has led to a determination that the identifieation of
JPRS as a Department of Commerce compohent 'should cease. "I'he Depart-

- ment of Commerce w111 continue, in the intevests of efficiency, to

handle public subscriptions for JPRS reports.
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